


PROGRAM AT A GLANCEPROGRAM AT A GLANCE

Registrat ion/Networking Breakfast8:30-9 :00 am

Opening Session with Keynote Speaker

12 :45-1 :35 pm

 1 :45-2 :35 pm

Keynote Interest Session

THURSDAY,  JULY 16 ,  2026

10 : 15- 1 1 :00 am DCTE Business/Market ing Pathway 

1 1 :00-12 :35 pm Lunch On Your Own

 2:45-3:35 pm

 3:45-4 :35 pm Interest Session 3

FRIDAY ,  JULY 1 7 ,  2026
8:30-8:50 am Breakfast and Networking with Vendors

9:00-9 :50 am Water Bott le  Stat ion

12 :00 pm

Closing/Awards Ceremony

10:00-10 :50 am Interest Session 4

1 1 :00-1 1 :50 am Interest Session 5

9:00-10 : 15  am

Lunch

12:30-2 :00 pm

Interest Session 1

Interest Session 2
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MEET CASSIE ESTES
ABEA PRESIDENT

Cassie  Estes is  breathing deep and f inding her f low as she enters her f ifteenth year in
educat ion.  Serv ing as a Business Educator and FBLA Adviser at  Val ley Spr ings School ,
Cassie  br ings a sense of balance to the c lassroom. She holds an Associate of Arts degree
from North Arkansas Col lege,  fo l lowed by a Bachelor of  Sc ience in  Business Educat ion
and a Master of  Business Administrat ion,  both from Arkansas Tech Univers ity .

Cassie  began her educat ional  journey in the Berryvi l le  School  D istr ict ,  where she spent
four years cult ivat ing success as a H igh School  Business Teacher ,  FBLA Adviser ,  and
Cheer Coach.  Dur ing th is  t ime,  she a lso found the energy to teach part-t ime at North
Arkansas Col lege.  She later transit ioned to the Val ley Spr ings School  D istr ict ,  cont inuing
her work as a Business and Career Teacher ,  FBLA Adviser ,  and cheer coach.

Cassie  attr ibutes her professional  a l ignment to the guidance of many wonderful
Business Educators,  part icular ly A l ice Cooper ,  her h igh school  Business Teacher ,  and Jul ia
Angel ,  her col lege Account ing Instructor .  The ir  mentorship he lped her center her miss ion:
to be a car ing,  knowledgeable educator who motivates students to become product ive ,
grounded members of soc iety.

Having served as D istr ict  VI  representat ive and Pres ident-E lect  for ABEA,  Cassie  is  exc ited
to nurture the legacy of ABEA Leadership by provid ing a restorat ive and valuable
conference to Arkansas Business Educators.  Her wish is  that you exhale  the stress of
the day and move through the 2026-2027  school  year with grace,  e legance,  and total  zen.

MEET CHERYL HARRELL
ABEA PRESIDENT-ELECT

Cheryl  Harre l l  is  center ing herself  for her 14th year in  educat ion,  hav ing come into
teaching through an a lternat ive path.   After obtain ing hoer undergraduate degree in
Business Administrat ion and Masters Degree in  Business Administrat ion,  Cheryl  worked in
a var iety of posit ions inc luding off ice manager,  sa les assistant ,  account ing superv isor ,
and daycare d irector before obtain ing her teaching cert if icat ion through the non-
tradit ional  program.

Nearly her ent ire career in  educat ion has been spent nurtur ing the minds of students in
the Bryant School  D istr ict .  After spending 8 years at Bethel  Middle  School ,  she
transit ioned to Bryant High School  where she is  current ly teaching the Management
Pathway and serves as the Lead FBLA Adviser .   

When not in  the c lassroom, Cheryl  f inds her calm by thr ift ing,  craft ing,  and reading.
Col leen Hoover ,  Karen K ingsbury,  and the magical  world of  Harry Potter a l l  contr ibute to
help ing her shed the stress of school  and focus on what is  important .

Cheryl  is  ready to exhale  the pressure and worry of the past and inhale  fresh inspirat ion
at th is  year ’s  conference.  She looks forward to gather ing a new col lect ion of resources
to implement in  the 2026-27  school  year ,  ensur ing her c lassroom remains a p lace of
growth and v ita l i ty .



2026-27  DATES TO REMEMBER
2027  NBEA Conference
Omaha,  NE
March 31-Apr i l  2 ,  2027

CareerTech VISION
New Orleans,  LA
December 2-5 ,  2026

2027  ABEA Conference
TBA

2027  FBLA State Leadership
Conference,  L i tt le  Rock

High School :   Apr i l  5  & 6 ,
2027
Middle  Leve l :  Apr i l  7 ,  2027

DECA SCDC
Hot Spr ing Convent ion Center
February 8-9 ,  2027

DECA ICDC
Anaheim,  CA
Apr i l  1 7 -20,  2027

2027  FBLA Nat ional  Leadership
Conference
Columbus,  OH
June 23-26,  2027

IMPORTANT WEBSITES
ABEA
NBEA
Arkansas DCTE
ACTE
Arkansas ACTE
Nat ional  FBLA
Arkansas FBLA
Arkansas DECA

www.abea.us
www.nbea.org

dcte .ade.arkansas.gov
www.acteonl ine .org

www.arkansasacte .org
www.fbla .org

www.arkansasfbla .org
www.arkansasdeca.com



ARKANSAS FBLA FOUNDATION
A desire to ease the f inancia l  burden for Arkansas FBLA ’s
Nat ional  Compet itors is  at  the heart of  the Arkansas FBLA
Foundat ion ’s  miss ion.  Formal ly organized in  2001 ,  J im Angl in
served as the Foundat ion ’s  f irst  chair .
 
With the leadership of T im Col l ier ,  serv ing as chair  s ince
2006,  the Foundat ion is  proud to cont inue support ing
Arkansas FBLA Middle  School ,  H igh School ,  and Col leg iate
students in  the ir  pursuit  of  represent ing our state and
vying for nat ional  championships.  The Foundat ion has g ifted
more than $180,000 in assistance to Arkansas ’  nat ional
compet itors over the last twenty-f ive years whi le  growing
Foundat ion funds from $138,000 to over $300,000.
 
If  you,  your chapter ,  former members,  community
boosters,  business leaders,  or industry partners would l ike
to jo in our efforts e ither as a one-t ime donat ion or even as
an annual  g ift ,  p lease make check payable to Arkansas FBLA
Foundat ion and mai l  to :
 
Mr .  T im Col l ier ,  Chair
Arkansas FBLA Foundat ion
1123 S .  Univers ity Avenue
Suite 101
L itt le  Rock,  AR 72204
 
Any and a l l  donat ions are apprec iated.  Your donat ion makes
a d irect impact on today and tomorrow’s FBLA members.

OUR SILENT AUCTION
BENEFITS THE ARKANSAS FBLA

FOUNDATION 



Mary Beth A l len is  a dynamic educator ,  curr iculum designer ,  and
CTE leader with over 15 years of exper ience in  Business,  Market ing,
and Entrepreneurship educat ion.  She current ly serves as the CTE
Coordinator for Sumner County Schools in  Tennessee,  where she
supports innovat ive programming across mult ip le  h igh schools ,
leads professional  deve lopment,  oversees pathway al ignment,
strengthens CTSO involvement across the d istr ict ,  and helps
ensure students graduate with the sk i l ls ,  credent ia ls ,  and
exper iences needed for success in  both col lege and career .  Before
stepping into d istr ict  leadership ,  Mary Beth spent a decade in  the
classroom as a h igh school  market ing teacher and DECA advisor ,
where she bui lt  one of the top DECA chapters in  her state and was
known for her abi l i ty to br ing creat iv ity ,  real -world appl icat ion,
and student vo ice into every lesson.  

She later served as an instruct ional  coach and CTE Assistant
Pr inc ipal ,  where she worked a longside teachers to strengthen
instruct ional  pract ices,  support c lassroom management,  and bui ld
authent ic  career-connected learning exper iences.

Mary Beth is  a lso the creator behind Market ing Mayhem LLC,  a
nat ional ly  recognized Teachers Pay Teachers brand and onl ine
community that supports business and market ing teachers with
engaging,  c lassroom-ready resources and curr iculum. Through her
work,  she ’s  been able  to connect with thousands of educators
across the country,  he lp ing them fee l  more conf ident and
equipped to handle the ever-changing world of CTE .  With her unique
perspect ive as a teacher ,  leader ,  and entrepreneur,  Mary Beth
br ings an honest ,  re latable ,  and h ighly pract ica l  vo ice to educat ion
that b lends strategy with heart and a lways leaves her audience
with tools  they can use tomorrow!

MEET MARY BETH ALLEN
ABEA KEYNOTE SPEAKER



INTEREST SESSIONS BREAKDOWN

Balanced Books,  Balanced Mind Refershing your Account ing 1  Toolk it
Br i  R i ley & Misty Burgess
Room A

The Sanity Saver :  CTSO Success without the Stress
Mary Beth A l lan
Room B

The T ime Saving Toolk it :  Modern Tech for a Smoother C lassrom
Dorr ie  McCosh
Room C

THURSDAY
SESSION 1  1 :45-2 :35 PM

SESSION 2 2 :45-3 :35 PM
How to Hook the Yahoos:  Engaging the Re luctant Learner
Jessica Wi lson,  InspirED LLC
Room A

The FBLA Reset :  Navigat ing the Future of Business Leadership
T im Johnson,  DCTE
Room B

The Culture Catalyst :  Resett ing and Recharging your Chapter from the
Inside Out
Ashley Wesley
Room C

SESSION 3 3 :45-4 :35 PM
The Program Power-Up:  Resett ing and Recharging for Maximum Impact
Jessica Wi lson,  InspirED LLC
Room A

Middle  Leve l  Momentum: Recharging Your Chapter from the Ground Up
Mol ly Thurman
Room B

The Inte l l igence Reset :  Refreshing Curr iculum & Recharging Lesson
Plans with AI
Tracy Lewis
Room C



INTEREST SESSIONS BREAKDOWN
FRIDAY

SESSION 4 10 :00-10 :50 AM

SESSION 5 1 1 :00-10 :50 AM

The Debt-Free Reset :  Recharging Student Futures with Wi l l iams Works
Mel issa Davis ,  Wi l l iams Bapt ist  Univers ity
Room A

The Gold Standard:  Recharge Master ing Chapter Awards and
Documentat ion
Cami l le  Murphree 
Room B

The Ret irement Recharge:  P lanning your Ult imate Reset
ARTRS
Room C

The Wisdom Wel l :  Recharging Your Career
Andrea Kray,  J immy Stroud,  Ke l ley Todd
Room A

The Fundrais ing Reset :  Innovat ive Ideas to Recharge Your CTSO
Misty Waddle
Room B

The Ret irement Recharge:  P lanning your Ult imate Reset
ARTRS
Room C



ARKANSAS BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
PAST PRESIDENTS

1954-55     G ladys Johnson,  L itt le  Rock
1955-56     Dr .  Freder ick Basco,  Arkansas State Teachers Col lege
1956-57       Ethel  Hart ,  Southern State Col lege,  Magnol ia
1958-59     Ruby Croom, L itt le  Rock
1959-60     Bernice Crawford,  Crossett
1960-61       Arwanna Hyde,  Paragould
1962-63     Ruth Carter ,  L i tt le  Rock
1964-65     J .  A lv in D ick inson,  Univers ity of Arkansas,  Fayettev i l le
1966-67       A i leen Campbel l ,  Star C ity
1967-68      Ermal  Tucker ,  Harding Univers ity ,  Searcy
1968-69     Frances Lee ,  Univers ity of Arkansas,  Fayettev i l le
1969-70      Juanita Foster ,  Magnol ia
1970-7 1        Fran Burgess R ichards,  Crossett
197 1 - 72        He len Fraz ier ,  Ouachita Bapt ist  Univers ity ,  Arkadelphia
1972-73      Frances Rosenaur,  E l  Dorado
1973-74      Jack Glover ,  Lepanto
1974-75      Eva McGee,  Univers ity of Arkansas,  P ine B luff
1975-76      M i ldred Cunningham, Spr ingdale
1976-7 7       Dr .  James Barr ,  Univers ity of Central  Arkansas,  Conway
1977 - 78      Cather ine Marshal l ,  North L itt le  Rock
1978-79      Dr .  Anna Trex ler ,  Southern Arkansas Univers ity ,  Magnol ia
1979-80     E ls ie  Huckabee,  Red R iver Vo-Tech,  Hope
1980-81      Dr .  Robert Ferralasco,  Arkansas State Univers ity ,  Jonesboro
1981-82     Dr .  Dean C layton,  Univers ity of Arkansas,  Fayettev i l le
1982-83    Dr .  Le land Cal laway,  SAU,  Magnol ia
1983-84    Nadine Marcum, L itt le  Rock
1984-85    Shir ley Fraisheur,  Cossatot Vo-Tech DeQueen
1985-86    Shir ley Baker ,  R ich Mountain Vo-Tech,  Mena
1987-88     Duey Atton,  Capita l  C ity Junior Col lege,  L i tt le  Rock
1988-89    Wi l l ie  Buck,  Red R iver Technical  Col lege,  Hope
1989-90    Phyl l is  Smith,  McCle l lan High School ,  L i tt le  Rock
1991-92     Dr .  Terry Roach,  Arkansas State Univers ity ,  Jonesboro
1993-94    Paula Long,  G len Rose High School
1995-96    Este l l  Tu l lgren,  Northwest Technical  Inst itute ,  Spr ingdale
1997-98     V icky McGohan,  Bryant Junior H igh School
1999-2000  Sandra Porter ,  Bryant High School
2001-02    Sharon Ward,  S i loam Spr ings High School
2002-03    Angela McCal l ie ,  Lonoke High School
2003-04    L isa Hotsenpi l ler ,  S i loam Spr ings High School
2004-05    Kathy Woodcock,  Conway High School  East Campus
2005-06    Dr .  L inda Bean,  Arkansas Tech Univers ity
2006-07      Dr .  Sherry Roberts ,  Univers ity of Central  Arkansas
2007-08     Angie  Hutson,  Par is  Middle  School
2008-09    Carr ie  Bengston,  Hot Spr ings High School
2009-10     Les ia Edwards,  V i lon ia H igh School
2010-1 1       L inda Burns,  Fort  Smith Southside High School
2011 - 12       Kerry E l iason,  Nett leton Junior H igh School
2012- 13     M ichael  Lentz ,  Marmaduke High School
2013-14     Tammy Ward,  Smackover High School
2014- 15     Jana McWhorter ,  Bearden High school
2015- 16       Dr .  Cheryl  Wiedmaier ,  AR Career Educat ion
2016- 1 7       Trac ie  Opolka,  Hackett  H igh School
2017 - 18      Dr .  Ke l ley Todd,  Forth Smith Southside High School
2018-19       Sher i  Smith,  Mountain Home High School
2019-20     Jennifer Curry,  Pottsv i l le ,  H igh School
2020-21      Carole  Anderson,  Baux ite H igh School
2021-22     Just in Neel ,  Caddo Hi l ls  H igh School
2022-23     Shannon Green Spr ingdale H igh School
2023-24     Sandon Wi l l iams,  Pulask i  He ights Middle  School
2025-26     Tracy Lewis ,  Arkansas School  for Math,  Sc ience,  and the Arts



Day 1 Thursday July 16 , 2026

Session Name of Session Hours

Networking Breakfast Networking with community vendors .5

Opening Session Opening Session and Keynote Address 1.0

DCTE Updates Updates from Dept of Carerr and Technical Education 1.0

Keynote Breakout Keynote Speaker Breakout Session 1.0

Interest Session 1 1.0

Interest Session 2 1.0

Interest Session 3 1.0

Total Hours Attended Day 1: 6.5

Day 2 Friday July 18. 2025

Session Name of Session Hours

Networking Breakfast Networking with Community Vendors 0.5

Networking Networking and Work Session 1.0

Interest Session 3 1.0

Interest Session 4 1.0

Awards Luncheon Awards and Closing Session 2.0

Total Hours Attended Day 2: 5.5

ARKANSAS BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT RECORD
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